
Standard Assessment Tests 
A guide for parents, guardians

and carers.



Presentation Aims
By the end of this presentation, parents and carers
will:

Have a clear understanding of the purpose and
structure of the Key Stage 2 SATs
Be informed about the content and format of
each assessment
Gain insight into how the school prepares pupils
for the tests
Understand how you can support your child
effectively at home
Feel reassured about the expectations,
procedures, and support available



What are
SATS?

SATs stands for Standard
Assessment Tests
They are statutory tests taken at
the end of Key Stage 2 (KS2)
They assess pupils’ knowledge of
the KS2 curriculum in SPaG
(spelling, punctuation and
grammar), reading and
mathematics
SATs measure attainment and
progress from Year 2 to Year 6
Results are used to inform
secondary schools and support
transition planning



Overview of Assessments
The Year 6 SATs consist of the
following:

SPaG: Two test papers
Grammar and Punctuation
Spelling

Reading: One test paper
Mathematics: Three test papers

Arithmetic
Reasoning Paper 1
Reasoning Paper 2

Writing is teacher assessed across the
year and is not tested through a formal
examination.



When do SATs
take place?

The Year 6 SATs will take place over four consecutive mornings in May.
Monday 11 May 2026 - English grammar, punctuation and spelling —
Papers 1 and 2
Tuesday 12 May 2026 -  English reading
Wednesday 13 May 2026 - Mathematics — Papers 1 (Arithmetic) and 2
(Reasoning)
Thursday 14 May 2026 - Mathematics — Paper 3 (Reasoning)

.



Paper 1: Grammar and Punctuation
(45 minutes)

Short-answer questions
assessing grammatical
terminology, punctuation rules,
and sentence structure

Paper 2: Spelling (approx. 15
minutes)

A spelling test of 20 words
Words are read aloud within a
sentence and pupils write the
correct spelling

Grammar,
Punctuation and

Spelling



Reading 
One paper lasting 1 hour
Three texts of different genres and
levels of complexity
Question types include:

Retrieval of information
Inference and deduction
Vocabulary and word meaning
Explanation and justification of
answers

The paper increases in difficulty,
assessing reading stamina as well as
comprehension skills.



Mathematics
Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Basic calculations
Fractions, decimals and
percentages
Questions requiring accuracy and
efficient methods

Papers 2 & 3: Reasoning (40
minutes each)

Multi-step problem-solving
Measurement, shape and space
Fractions, ratio and algebra
Interpreting data and graphs



Understanding SATs scores
SATs results are reported as scaled
scores ranging from 80 to 120
A score of 100 represents the
Expected Standard (EXS)
Scores below 100 indicate working
towards the standard (WTS)
Scores above 110 indicate working
at a higher standard (GDS)
Scaled scores are created by
converting raw marks to ensure
fairness across different test years



Preparation in School
We ensure pupils are well-prepared through:

Daily arithmetic and fluency practice
Daily mathematical reasoning 
Guided reading sessions focusing on comprehension
skills
Explicit teaching of spelling, punctuation and grammar
Practice assessments in test-style conditions
Targeted intervention sessions 

The aim is to develop confidence as well as competence.



Support at Home
Families can make a significant difference through
small, consistent actions:

Encourage regular reading and discuss books
together
Help practise times tables and mental
arithmetic
Support spelling practice and grammar revision
Maintain a regular homework routine
Offer calm encouragement rather than pressure
Promote good organisation and independent
habits



Use of Past Papers
To support pupils’ preparation for the Year 6 SATs, the school has used the
following official past papers during lessons and assessment activities:
2017, 2018, 2019, 2022 and 2025.

These papers are suitable for use at home if parents wish to provide
additional practice.

Availability:
All past SATs papers and their mark schemes are freely available online
through the government website and reputable educational platforms.



Use of Past Papers
Please do not use any of the following papers at home:

Papers from before 2016
These assess the old curriculum and do not match the current test format.

Papers from 2023 and 2024
These papers will be used by the school for future assessments, so it is
important that pupils encounter them for the first time in school.

Using only the recommended papers ensures that home practice aligns with
the curriculum and does not affect future in‑school assessments.



SPaG

What is a Modal Verb? | KS2 English
Concept for Kids

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbDzdtDXRdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbDzdtDXRdQ


Reading



Mathematics

SATS - Key Stage 2 Arithmetic

SMASH SATs Maths Reasoning Questions Like This (FULL Paper)

How Do You Read and Write Numbers
to 10 000 000? | KS2 Maths Concept

for Kids

https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-MhUOkgnN4&list=PLp6pZEtjNspV1kYfTa0vTX3KuMdMTEs5Q&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gwu-unbjPFk&list=PLemcx8qcUKRwB-lToorjBhoHvyMhQeXWz&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gwu-unbjPFk&list=PLemcx8qcUKRwB-lToorjBhoHvyMhQeXWz&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gwu-unbjPFk&list=PLemcx8qcUKRwB-lToorjBhoHvyMhQeXWz&index=2


Supporting Wellbeing
A child’s wellbeing is central to their success.
Parents can help by:

Ensuring consistent sleep routines
Providing a calm morning before school
Encouraging breaks, hobbies and relaxation
Communicating concerns with school 
Reinforcing that effort matters more than
scores



What happens
after SATS?

Once SATs are complete:

Results are released to
schools in July
Teacher assessments
accompany test scores
Secondary schools use
data to support Year 7
placement and transition

Pupils continue a full and
engaging curriculum
Enrichment activities,
celebrations and creative
learning experiences take
place after SATs



Key Message
SATs provide valuable

information about academic
progress, but they do not measure

a child’s character, creativity,
resilience or personal strengths.

We value the whole child, not just
their test results.



Key Message
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