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Why phonics?

• Before phonics, sight reading was used to teach 

children to read.

• Phonics allows children to read complex and 

unfamiliar words by breaking each word down into 

individual sounds

• Research has shown that phonics is much more 

effective than sight reading because sight reading 

relies on memorising each word individually whereas 

phonics gives children the tools to decode most 

words.

• From 2007, the government mandates that every 

school uses an approved synthetic phonics scheme.
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Rocket Phonics

• Rocket Phonics is a government

approved phonics scheme.

• Sounds are taught in a specific order (not 

alphabetically) to help children begin to build 

words as early as possible

• We use Rocket Phonics flashcards, sound 

mats, interactive online Big Books and reading 

books for home to ensure consistency of 

resources used
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Reception Phonic 
Sounds

◦ Each week we teach the children two new 

sounds e.g. s, a

◦ Be careful not to add an ‘uh’ at the end of 

each sound. For example for mitten you 

cannot say muh - itten. 

◦ When you see one individual sound, we call 

this a phoneme.

60 sounds in Reception

S

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zX7dmuB4fNg&list=PL

kCyTyvoxZztJbDs1Sp3-9MoywMKBhhwp



Reception Phonic 
Sounds

◦ We then move on to teach:

Digraphs –  two letters than come together to 

form one sound e.g. ee

Trigraphs –  three letters that come together to

form one sound e.g. igh

Split digraphs –  a digraph which is split by a

consonant e.g. scheme (e-e).

S



Oral Blending

As we teach more sounds in Phonics, we then begin to 

teach the children to blend the sounds together.

First, the children need to be able to orally blend. For 

example, when an adult says c – a – t . They can hear 

those sounds making the word cat. 
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Play from 5.28. https://youtu.be/PlWK6Q9_cXQ



Dots for individual sounds

sat

Dashes for digraphs / trigraphs.

sigh soap

Blending for Reading

Once the children can orally blend, they can apply this skill 

to blend together sounds they have learnt and read simple 

words. 

For example: 

We place sound buttons under words to help them see the 

sounds.
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Play from 8.40 https://youtu.be/PlWK6Q9_cXQ



Segmenting for Writing
Segmenting for writing is essentially sounding a word out.

e.g cat –  what sounds can we hear in cat? 

c–  a - t

We use the left hand to support the children with writing

so that when they turn their hand toward them –  the letters are

facing the same way as when we write them.

The children have sound mats in front of them to support them.

In Reception we teach the children to form their letters

with a lead out so that in year 1 they have the foundations to 

join their letters together.

c

a t
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owKk8SEE_KM&list=PLkCyTyvoxZzuV

AMhhujteytc2nVCPm6nX&index=10 Play from 6.40

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owKk8SEE_KM&list=PLkCyTyvoxZzuVAMhhujteytc2nVCPm6nX&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owKk8SEE_KM&list=PLkCyTyvoxZzuVAMhhujteytc2nVCPm6nX&index=10




Year 1 Phonics
• In Year 1 children learn 70 

sounds

• The sounds include 

alternative 

pronunciations

H

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuPUrPNrhOg&list=PLkCyTyvoxZztJbDs1Sp3-

9MoywMKBhhwp&index=6



Phonics screening 

check 
◦ In June children in Year 

One sit the Phonics Screening 

Check.

◦ 20 real words and 20 alien 

words

◦ This is a compulsory 

national assessment. 

H



Phonics screening 

• The pass mark is usually 32/40.

• If children fail the phonics screening, they will have phonic 

interventions and will retake the test in June of Year 2.

• You will find out what mark your child got on their end of 

year report in July.

It’s a low stake assessment and the children are so used to 

showing off their phonic sounds that they see it as no 

different to any other normal classroom practice. We do not 

put any pressure on them. 
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Tricky Words/Common exception words
H

Words that must be explicitly taught as they cannot be blended or sounded out. 2 or 3 a 

week are covered in class and sent home from week 4 of reception.

Reception

Year 1
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Year 2 Reading

• Phonics is still ongoing, children have Phonics 

lessons in the Autumn term to consolidate 

their learning from Reception and Year 1.

• The focus moves heavily onto 

comprehension as children should be able to 

decode and read fluently.

• From September, children who are reading at 

the expected level get put onto accelerated 

reader, taking regular “star reader tests” to 

ensure they are reading books of the 

appropriate level.

• Years 2-6 use accelerated reader.



Year 2 Reading

• Phonics is still ongoing, children have Phonics 

lessons in the Autumn term to consolidate 

their learning from Reception and Year 1.

• The focus moves heavily onto 

comprehension as children should be able to 

decode and read fluently.

• The focus is “reading deeper” rather than 

reading more and more complex books.

Who…?

What…?

Where…?

When…?

Why…?

How…?

Find and copy a word that means…



1. Read the text

2. Read the question

3. Highlight the key words in the 

question.

4. Find the key words in the text

5. Find and write the answer.

She climbed the steps because she wanted to see the 

top of the picture.



Year 2 Reading

• Your child will take home an AR book with a 

decimal number on the side. Accelerated 

reader quizzes are 5 questions and must be 

completed at home, independently before 

being swapped.

• Children can have the book with them whilst 

they are completing the quiz but must do it 

independently. 

• Teachers get a weekly data summary from 

accelerated reader that helps them monitor 

children’s reading attainment and gives 

suggestions for targets.



Year 2 Reading

• From the spring term of Year 2 through to Year 

6, children partake in a 30 minute daily reading 

lesson. We follow the “Master Readers” 

scheme.

• Master Readers focuses on a mastery 

approach to reading comprehension, focusing 

on key skills such as predicting, retrieving and 

inferring from texts.



End of KS1 working towards the expected 

standard
9:00 – 10:00



End of KS1 working at the expected standard

3:30 – 4:30



End of KS1 working at greater depth

4:20 – 5:25



Supporting your

Child’s Reading
Read as regularly as you can at home

•

• Children who read outside of school every day are five times as likely to read

above the expected level compared to those who don’t.

Read to your child as well as listening to your child read

Build reading into your daily routine

• Create a consistent reading routine at home so that the children know the 

expectations that they will be reading every evening.
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Do

• Give them a chance to sound out the word in their head

• Encourage your child to sound the word out aloud

• Ask them to read the word again it they read it wrong

• Give lots of support, praise and encouragement to boost their confidence

• Ask your child questions about what is happening in the story: predict, describe

characters, explain the plot and order the events

Don’t

• Immediately correct them if they read a word incorrectly

• Read the words for them

H
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EYFS Maths









Lesson Example – Starter:



Lesson Example: Discover



Lesson Examples: Think Together



Lesson Examples:



Maths in the Provision:

- Children can 'choose' their learning and access this whenever they wish.

- Maths in the provision helps the children to consolidate, explore and challenge 

themselves with what they have learnt during the whole class input.



Methods of teaching:

Fives Frame:

Tens Frame:

Sticker Charts:

Number Line:

Numicon:

Cubes:

Cbeebies Numberblocks:



Songs and Nursery Rhymes:

•“One, Two, Buckle My Shoe” – Counting from 1 to 10.

•“Five Little Ducks” – Counting down from 5.

•“Ten in the Bed” – Counting down from 10.

•“Five Little Monkeys” – Counting down from 5.

•“This Old Man” – Counting up with actions.



KS1 Maths



KS1 Maths

• Maths is taught daily across Y1-Y6.

• We follow the Power Maths (White Rose Edition) scheme which is written around the 

National Curriculum.

• We make adaptations to the scheme using our professional judgement i.e. supplementing it 

with resources elsewhere.



Year 1 overview



Year 2 overview



Progression
• Power Maths follows a CPA approach (concrete, pictorial, abstract).

The “doing” phase The “seeing” phase The “symbolic” 

phase



Children becoming confident and efficient with number 

facts and methods

Children explaining and justifying their thinking

Applying Maths to a new situation, choosing 

strategies, breaking a problem into solvable steps.



8 + 7 = 15

Is 8 + 7 the same as 7+8? How do you know?

You have 8 toys. You get 7 more for your birthday. 

How many do you have altogether?



Lesson Example







• We use our professional experience and judgement to make changes to the scheme to best 

help the children.

• Children also have a green Maths book where their additional learning activities are stuck 

into.

•



Challenge

• Yellow challenges are available in every lesson from Year 1 

Spring term until Year 6 for children who grasp the key 

knowledge easily.

• We use hashtags where children have to “go deeper” into an 

answer, using their reasoning and problem solving skills.



Year 1 Year 2



Year 1 Year 2



Children learn to count in 2s, 5s and 10s in Year 1.

They don’t recall facts (2x5 =__, 5 x 3 = __) off by heart until Year 2.

Year 1 Year 2



Year 1 Year 2



Year 1 Year 2



4 +        7 = 11

Year 1 addition method



11 – 6 =  

Year 1 subtraction method

5



Year 2 autumn term addition

35 + 24 = 59



Year 2 autumn term subtraction

78 - 36 = 42



Year 2 autumn term subtraction

78 - 39 =
We only have 8 ones in 78, but 

we need to subtract 9 ones 

from the number 39.

So, we need to exchange one 

ten into ten ones.

39



Year 2 Summer and KS2 addition –

column method

7 5
22+

T O



Year 2 Summer and KS2 addition 

4 5
81+

Sometimes, the ones digit 

bridges 10. 

5 + 3 = 13. The 1 digit in 13 

represents 10 so goes in the 

tens column.

4 tens + 1 ten + 1 ten = 6 tens. 

T O



Year 2 Summer and KS2 subtraction –

column method
Start with the ones. 

8 ones – 4 ones = 4 ones. 

6 8
43-

T O
The move onto the tens.

6 tens – 3 tens = 3 tens



Year 2 Summer and KS2 subtraction

Start with the ones. 

8 ones – 4 ones = 4 ones. 

6 8
43-

T O
The move onto the tens.

6 tens – 3 tens = 3 tens



Year 2 Summer and KS2 subtraction

This time, we have 2 ones – 4 

ones which we can’t do.

6 2
43-

T O

We have moved one ten into 

the ones column. So we are left 

with 5 ones.

We have to move into the tens 

column to exchange one ten 

for ten ones.

2 ones + the 10 we got from 

the tens column = 12.

12 – 4 = 8

5 tens – 3 tens = 2 tens.



Year 1/2 multiplication method

2 x 4 = 8

We use the term “groups 

of” in Year 1. In Year 2, we 

introduce the word 

“multiply” and “times”.



Year 1 division method

10 ÷ 5 = 

We use the term “shared 

into groups” in Year 1. In 

Year 2, we introduce the 

word “divide”.

There are 2 in each group.

2



Year 2 division method (bar model)



Key terminology:
Subitise To look at a quantity and know the 

amount without needing to count e.g. on 
a dice.

More than / greater than E.g. 3 is more than 2.

Less than / fewer than E.g. 4 is less than 5.

Number bonds Two numbers that add together to make 
5/10. E.g. 5+5=10, 8+2=10 etc. 

Odd and Even Numbers • Odd numbers cannot be shared 
equally. 

• Even numbers can be shared equally.

Doubling Facts Double 4 = 8
Double 3 = 6 etc. 

Sharing "Can you share the cubes equally 
between me and you?"

Multiplying Having “groups of” objects
Repeated addition – 3 x 4 = 4+4+4

Dividing Sharing into groups



How to Support my Child at Home:

• Go on number hunts around the house or outside, spotting numerals on doors, buses, clocks, and 

packaging.

• Read numbers together on recipes, timers, and digital devices 

• Spot shapes in everyday objects such as road signs, windows, plates, and furniture.

• Sort household items by shape, like round plates versus rectangular trays.

• Count stairs, steps, or pieces of fruit during daily routines.

• Play board games that involve counting spaces or dice numbers.

• Sing counting songs and rhymes to make learning fun.

• Practise counting in 2s, 5s, and 10s during car journeys or while folding laundry.

• Group socks in pairs or coins in tens for skip-counting practice.

• Involve children in cooking: “We need 12 cupcakes, and the tray holds 6—how many trays?”

• Share snacks: “I have 8 grapes and 2 friends—how many grapes each?”

• Plan shopping: “We need 20 oranges and they come in bags of 5—how many bags?”

• Set up a pretend shop at home with coins and price tags for role play.

• Ask them to calculate totals or estimate change during real shopping trips.



Apps and Resources
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