
Phonics Handbook 2023-24 
At St. Anne’s Catholic Primary School, we are passionate about ensuring all children become confident and 
enthusiastic readers and writers. We believe that Phonics provides the foundations of learning to make the 
development into fluent reading and writing easier. We want our pupils to read for enjoyment and recognise 
that this starts with the foundations of acquiring letter sounds, segmenting and blending skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coordinators 
Ria Lawrence   rlawrence@stannes-chertsey.surrey.sch.uk  
Sophie Gullick  sgullick@stannes-chertsey.surrey.sch.uk  

St. Anne’s Curriculum Values in Phonics 
Independence – Phonics gives children the independence to 
read new text and information, unlocking a world of 
knowledge. 
Engaging – Phonics is engaging. Rocket Phonics teaches the 
codes through engaging stories and the well themed 
Practice books keep the children interested.  
Purposeful – Phonics is purposeful. The children are 
learning new codes and this enables them to read a greater 
selection of words. 
Resilience – Children are resilient in Phonics. They continue 
practising the sounds they have learnt until they can 
recognise them independently when reading. 
Memorable – Phonics is memorable. The children recap their 
previous learning every lesson, this helps them to hold their 
learning into their long-term memory. 
 

 Lesson Expectations 

• 30-minute lessons  

• Whole class teaching  

• Children learn a new ‘code’ over two lessons (one lesson blending 
and one lesson segmenting) 

• The code is what they write down and the sound is what they can hear  

• Children completing the pupil practice booklets 

• Using the Rocket Phonics resources only (flashcards, sound mats, big books). All of the 
Rocket Phonics resources can be accessed on BOOST. 

• Follow the lesson sequence of revisit, learn, review, apply 

• Phonics actions to be used to help with remembering sounds they are learning. 
 

Phonics Books 
We use specific Rising Stars Rocket Phonics books that the children use to apply their learning from 
their Phonics lessons. The children are assessed using Phonics Tracker and then put onto an 
appropriate colour book. The children must be able to decode 90% of this book so they are not 
reading at ‘stress level’.  
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We have access to Rising Stars Reading Planet as a school and this is where the children can access 
the entire library of Rocket Phonics books online. After they have finished reading the book they can 
then access a quiz that measures how their comprehension of the book is. Reception and Year 1 are 
all currently signed up to Reading Planet and the lowest 20% in KS2 classes are set books regularly 
too. 
Each week, Reception take home 1 Phonics book based on the sounds they are learning and one 
that is matched to their Phonics ability (the sounds they know). 
Each week, Year 1 take home 1 physical Phonics book that is matched to their ability level, they are 
also given access to books in class that follow the sounds they are currently being taught. This is so 
they can have extra practice in recognising the sounds they are learning.  
The lowest 20% in Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 also take home Rising Stars Rocket Phonics books 
that are alligned with their Phonics knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How is work recorded/displayed in books? 

• Reception- learning is completed through practical 
activities recorded on Tapestry and through worksheets 
in individual Learning Journeys. Rocket Phonics 
Workbooks to be used from Summer Term. 

• Year 1 have their own Phonics workbooks and the 
children complete the Phonics workbook pages for each 
lesson 

• Year 2 work the Rocket Phonics Next Steps worksheets 
for their year group.  

 
 

Marking and Challenges  

• Green pen to be used when moving around the classroom during the children’s independent 
activities to indicate understanding or gaps that need addressing.  

 

Assessment 

• In EYFS and Year 1 the teachers run baseline assessments at the beginning of each year to 
identify your lowest 20% and to identify other children’s gaps from previous year  



• In EYFS and Year 1 we have half termly assessments to help track progress and identify gaps 
that will need addressing in interventions   

• Half termly Phonics Screening checks for Year 1 starting in 
Autumn 2 to prepare for National Screening Check in June.  

• Phonemes assessments ensure children are placed with correct 
colour book band  

• KS2 to assess their lowest 20% knowledge of phonemes once 
per term/3 x per year  

• Phoneme gaps of lowest 20% in KS2 stuck in reading diaries and should be tested regularly 
to close gaps. 

Special Events  
KS1 Phonics Parent Workshop September  
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Week June 
Live phonics lessons  
 

Lowest 20% Readers  
Our aim and expectation must be that almost all children have the capacity to read and write well 
when taught with phonics. We must strive for a 100% success rate. In order to help all children 
succeed, you need to focus your attention on the slowest-to-learn. The ‘lowest 20%’ refers to any 
child working generally below expectation and at risk of slipping through the net for reading and 
writing. Remember, the Rocket Phonics ethos is ‘keeping up, not catching up’. 
 

• These children read with an adult daily and their reading diaries are checked 

• All adults working with the children must know who these children are  

• Baseline and half termly assessments on Phonics Tracker will track the progress and gaps of 
your lowest 20% 

• Phonics Tracker data can then be used to identify gaps for interventions. Please talk to 
Rachel Lewthwaite (SENCO), Ria Lawrence or Sophie Gullick about resources we can use for 
Phonics interventions for KS1 and KS2. 

• Continue to expose these children to the whole class teaching but adjust your expectations 
for these children 

• Allow these children to have access to the sound flashcards and sound mats always 

• Work in a group with these children if necessary  

• Place these children so they have a clear view of the board 

• Provide additional opportunities for these children ‘little and often’ sessions to help practice 
flashcards, 5 minute 1:1 targeted intervention session or another group session focusing on a 
particular skill 

• Send home phonics resources to support these children  

SEN 
Every pupil at St. Anne’s has the right to a broad and balanced curriculum. We recognise that many 
children have specific learning needs and our goal is to make the curriculum accessible to every child. 
Teachers are made aware of any additional needs the children have and should make adjustments to 
their lessons to ensure that each child has the opportunity to achieve. 
 
In Phonics some suggestions to meet SEN needs are:  

• Adapt the size of resources e.g. use Sounds Mats in A3 size rather than A4.  

• Reduce the size of the Frieze to make individual sets of flashcards.  

• Use headphones to listen to digital audio at an individualised volume. 

• Replicate main classroom phonics displays in breakout areas and quiet spaces. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources  

Sound Mats 

• Use grapheme tiles at a suitable size for the individual child, laminated and with optional 
sticky magnets added. 

• Use the digital resource tools to enlarge pages, enlarge text, frame or highlight words. 

• Children unable to physically complete Pupil Practice Booklet activities could use keyboards or 
mini whiteboards to practise the same skills using the Pupil Practice Booklet content.  

• Include additional multisensory items in lessons, such as editable large dice, phoneme frames, 
manipulable letters and colourful or plain flashcards (with or without picture mnemonics as 
appropriate). 

• Use overlays, pencil grips and dyslexia screens as appropriate for each child. 
New staff should see Rachel Lewthwaite, our SENCo, for additional support for catering for pupils 
with SEND at St. Anne’s. 



 

 

Sound Mats should be accessible to all children in every 

class. They can be on display or nearby so the children can 

use them in lessons.   

 

Flashcards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workbook Pages 

Reception 



 

 

Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mnemonic System 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



Lesson Plans 

There is clear daily planning provided for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  

 

 

Example of Year 1 planning for 

a blending lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Example of a 

Year 1 

segmenting 

lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Phonics Vocabulary  

We recognise that children’s vocabulary is essential to pupil’s understanding of learning in PSHE 

and impacts on their overall academic success. Vocabulary should be actively taught throughout 

every lesson. New words should be visible on target cards and should be referred to during lessons. 

Please see the subject specific words that must be covered. 



Long Term Plans  

Reception  

 

 



 

Year 1 

 

 

 



 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment  

We now use Phonics Tracker to track the children’s 

progress in Phonics.  

Phonics Tracker can be used to assess the children’s 

knowledge of phonemes, high frequency words, 

blending, segmenting, letter names and they have 

screening check assessments.  

Once you have completed your assessments, Phonics 

Tracker will collate the data for you to allow you to 

easily find gaps.  

Phoneme Data 

 

 

 

 

Phonics Screening Data 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


