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What is Phonics? 

Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in Early Years. 

Once children begin learning sounds these sounds are used to read and spell 
words. Children can then see the purpose of learning sounds. 

For this reason the first initial sounds that are taught are ‘s’, ‘a’, ‘t’, ‘p’, ‘i’, ‘n’. 

These can immediately be blended for reading to make simple CVC words 
(consonant, vowel, consonant) e.g. sat, pin. Children then develop segmenting 
for writing skills; breaking the words into sounds to spell it out. 



• All year 1 pupils in England take the 
phonics screening check. 

• It will be administered by your child’s 
class teacher.

• The check is made up of 40 words, and 
usually lasts 5 to 10 minutes. 

• Some words are real words and others 
are nonsense, or ‘alien’ words.



How is the screening 
check marked?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk


The check helps us to see:
•  How pupils are progressing in phonics
•  Where to provide additional teaching 

and support
• The check may not be appropriate for 

some pupils. We’ll let you know if we 
think this is the case for your child.



When will the check take place?

Year 1 will do the phonics 
screening check in the week of 

8th June 2026.



• We’ll also let you know the 
results in your child’s end of 

year report.
• If your child does not meet the 

expected standard in the check, 
they’ll get to have another go 

next year. 



How can I support my child at home?

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources

You can use old papers to practice at home



Go back 
through 
sounds 

previously 
taught with 
your child.

AA



Reading with your child as much as possible and working 
through any sounds they struggle with as they come up.
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